'                   LETTER FROM  COURT
5.    In your provision of cargoes for any ot our returning ships, YOU
are to have in view the lading as much surplus tonnage as possible on
board of them; as we arc convinced, from their being all of a burthen of
above 700 tons,  they have  abundant capacity  to   bring  a  considerable
quantity.
6.    We ha\c fitted the Company's  ship Swallow,  Captain   Richard
Bendy, burthen 345 tons, for a voyage to India; and on her arrival she
is to be added to our marine force on the Bomba) establishment.    The
Swallow being an advice vessel, we have not laden anj goods on her but
have put on board one thousand ounces of foreign silver for the ship's
use, in case she should be obliged to put into any foreign ports for refresh-
ments or repairs during the voyage, for which sum the commander is to
account on the ship's arrival in India.
7.    We have thought proper to appoint Sir Heniy Fleuhcr Baronet,
our Chairman, and Nathaniel Smith Esqr., our Deput) Chairman, a Secret
Committee with  the powers  mentioned   in   the  4th  paragraph   ot   our
General Letter of the 3oth April, and the 6th paragraph ol our General
Letter of the i8th June 1785?.
8.    We have likewise appointed our Chairman and Deputy Chairman,
together with Benjamin Booth, Charles Boddam, William Devaynes Esqrs.,
Sir William James Baronet, John Michie, John  Roberts and  Laurence
Sulivan Esqrs., to be the Committee of Secrecy for giving the necessary
directions respecting the safety of the Company's shipping.    The orders
therefore of any three of the said Committee must be obc\cd with the
greatest punctuality.
9.    The Right Honorable the Secretary at War having  transmitted
us a compleat list of the officers of His Majesty's forces serving in India,
who have superior local rank there, we enclose a copy thereof for your
information.
10.    It being of very great importance to the Company that the corps
of artillery at their respective Presidencies in India should  be recruited
with men (it for that particular service, we have taken such measures as
appeared to us proper for procuring a number of the disbanded  non-
commissioned officers and private men of the Royal Artillery, not exceeding
600, for the Company's artillery in India,  and  His  Majesty  has been
graciously pleased to permit such men, as may be entertained for this
service,  to  remain  in  their  respective  corps   iintil   the   ships   shall   be
ready for their reception.   A list of those embarked on board the Swallow
is sent in the packet.
n. We advised you in our letter dated the i*th May 1780 that we
had permitted Mr. Stephen Matthews to proceed to the East Indies to
practice as a surgeon, and to succeed as an assistant surgeon, at such place
where his service was most wanted, after those who had been previously
advised as such had been provided for; and Mr. Matthews having since